
Year 
Group 

Title Blurb Issues/topics to 
be aware of 

7 

 

Marinka dreams of a normal life, where 
her house stays in one place long 
enough for her to make friends. But 
her house has chicken legs and moves 
on without warning. 
 
For Marinka's grandmother is Baba 
Yaga, who guides spirits between this 
world and the next. Marinka longs to 
change her destiny and sets out to 
break free from her grandmother's 
footsteps, but her house has other 
ideas... 

Bereavement 
Death 
Friendship/family 

7 

 

Beautifully presented in a large, 
paperback format, and fully illustrated 
in colour throughout, this wonderful 
anthology is a treat for all the family. 
Be shocked and amazed by these 
incredible real-life stories of extreme 
survival, including . . . 
 
Combining classic tales such as Ernest 
Shackleton's Antarctic voyage, as well 
as more modern exploits such as the 
adventurer who inspired the 
movie 127 Hours, these astonishing 
stories will be retold by young readers 
to all of their friends. 

Peril 
Injury/death 
Survival 
Risk 

7 

 

Chaya, a no-nonsense, outspoken hero, 
leads her friends and a gorgeous 
elephant on a noisy, fraught, joyous 
adventure through the jungle where 
revolution is stirring and leeches lurk. 
Will stealing the queen's jewels be the 
beginning or the end of everything for 
the intrepid gang? 

Bereavement 
Friendship 
Leadership 
 

 



Year 
Group 

Title Blurb Issues/topics 
to be aware 
of 

8 

 

Nobody Owens, known to his friends as Bod, is 
a normal boy. He would be completely normal 
if he didn’t live in a graveyard, raised and 
educated by ghosts. There, living among the 
dead, Bod discovers that he possesses 
remarkable magical powers: he can avoid 
people's notice, scare them, and even invade 
their dreams. 
 
There are dangers and adventures for Bod in 
the graveyard. But it is in the land of the living 
that the real danger lurks, for it is there that 
the man Jack lives - and he has sinister plans 
for Bod... 

Bereavement 
Death 

8 

 

A Kind of Spark tells the story of 11-year-old 
Addie as she campaigns for a memorial in 
memory of the witch trials that took place in 
her Scottish hometown. Addie knows there's 
more to the story of these 'witches', just like 
there is more to hers. Can Addie challenge 
how the people in her town see her, and her 
autism, and make her voice heard?  

Autism 
Prejudice 
Bullying 

8 

 

Pandemics, war, terror, natural disasters - the 
world seems to be full of bad news and it can 
all feel, well, a little bit scary. But this is 
just part of the story. There are in fact tons of 
great things happening, from robots improving 
health care and trees healing the planet, to 
everyday people helping their community with 
acts of kindness and the businesses fighting 
for good in the world. 
In Good News, children will learn to become 
fake news detectives, sussing out what's real 
and what isn't. They'll discover the good news 
- the amazing anecdotes, case studies and 
figures around the globe that are making a 
difference. And they'll learn that if we all 
continue to work together, things can only 
keep getting better and better.. 

Varied but 
the aim of 
the book is 
to be 
positive and 
reassuring  



Year 
Group 

Title Blurb Issues/topics 
to be aware 
of 

9  On September 5th, a little after 
midnight, Death-Cast calls Mateo 
Torrez and Rufus Emeterio to give them some 
bad news: they're going to die today. Mateo 
and Rufus are total strangers, but, for different 
reasons, they're both looking to make a new 
friend on their End Day. The good news: 
there's an app for that. It's called the Last 
Friend, and through it, Rufus and Mateo are 
about to meet up for one last great adventure 
- to live a lifetime in a single day. 

Bereavement 
Death 
LGBT 
Drug use 
Violence 

9  Charlie Higson's The Enemy is the first in a jaw-
dropping zombie horror series for teens. 
Everyone over the age of fourteen has 
succumbed to a deadly zombie virus and now 
the kids must keep themselves alive. 
When the sickness came, every parent, police 
officer, politician - every adult fell ill. The 
lucky ones died. The others are crazed, 
confused and hungry. 
Only children under fourteen remain, and 
they're fighting to survive. 

Violence and 
gore  

9 

 

A heartbreaking and powerful story about a 
black boy killed by a white police officer, 
drawing connections with real-life history, 
from award-winning author Jewell Parker 
Rhodes.  ALIVE 
Twelve-year-old Jerome doesn't get into 
trouble. He goes to school. He does his 
homework. He takes care of his little sister. 
Then Jerome is shot by a police officer who 
mistakes his toy gun for a real threat. 

DEAD 

As a ghost, watching his family trying to cope 
with his death, Jerome begins to notice other 
ghost boys. Each boy has a story and they all 
have something in common... 

Bit by bit, Jerome begins to understand what 
really happened - not just to him, but to all of 
the ghost boys. 

Prejudice 
Death 
Violence 
Black Lives 
Matter  



Year 
Group 

Title Blurb Issues/topics 
to be aware 
of 

10  When Leora's father dies, she is determined to 
see her father remembered forever. 

She knows he deserves to have all his tattoos 
removed and made into a Skin Book to stand 
as a record of his good life. 

But when she discovers that his ink has been 
edited and his book is incomplete, she 
wonders whether she ever knew him at all. 

 

Bereavement 
Death 

10  Sixteen-year-old Deka lives in fear and anticipation 
of the blood ceremony that will determine 
whether she will become a member of her village. 
Already different from everyone else because of 
her unnatural intuition, Deka prays for red blood 
so she can finally feel like she belongs. 
 
But on the day of the ceremony, her blood runs 
gold, the colour of impurity--and Deka knows she 
will face a consequence worse than death. 
 
Then a mysterious woman comes to her with a 
choice: stay in the village and submit to her fate, or 
leave to fight for the emperor in an army of girls 
just like her. They are called alaki--near-immortals 
with rare gifts. And they are the only ones who can 
stop the empire's greatest threat. 

Violence and 
gore 
Prejudice 
Abuse 

10  You wake up alone in a horrible land. A horn 
sounds. The Call has begun. 

TWO MINUTES. The Sidhe are close. They're 
the most beautiful and terrible people you've 
ever seen. And they've seen you. 

ONE MINUTE. Nessa will be Called soon. No 
one thinks she has any chance to survive. But 
she's determined to prove them 
wrong. TIME'S UP 

Could you survive the Call?  

A genre-changing blend of fantasy, horror, and 
folkore, The Call won't ever leave your mind 
from the moment you choose to answer it. 

Violence 
Gore  
Disability 

 


